
With California lifting all restrictions as of June 
15th, popular destinations like San Diego have 
experienced a spike in traveler demand. 

However, with major annual events, like 
Comic-Con shifting to the fall, what does 
demand look like for the summer months?



On June 15th, San Diego updated the city’s COVID 
policies, following the state of California: those who are 
fully vaccinated are no longer required to wear a mask. 
Other than those who may still be exposed to the virus, 
all other restrictions have been lifted.

*Source: 
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/Health

OfficerOrderCOVID19.pdfl

COVID restrictions now eased in San Diego - travel demand continues to increase.

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/HealthOfficerOrderCOVID19.pdf


Key announcement dates:

● December 20th: Vaccine open for all essential 
workers and healthcare personnel

● January 23rd: Vaccines for high risk ages 65+
● March 15th: Vaccines for high risk ages 16+
● May 13th: Vaccines for general public 16+
● June 15th: California lifts all restrictions

San Diego leadership has the city on a positively aggressive 
vaccination and reopening strategy

*Source: 
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/
phs/Epidemiology/covid19/vaccines/Know%20Your%20Vaccinatio

n%20Phase_ENG.pdf

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/covid19/vaccines/Know%20Your%20Vaccination%20Phase_ENG.pdf


Spotlight: San Diego 
Hotel Search Evolution Index

San Diego’s first phase of the vaccine rolled out in mid-December. Since then, 
there has been a steady increase in traveler interest with a considerable 
spike from April and onwards as California residents became vaccinated. 

*Source: 
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/h
hsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/covid19/vaccines/
Know%20Your%20Vaccination%20Phase_ENG.pdf

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/Epidemiology/covid19/vaccines/Know%20Your%20Vaccination%20Phase_ENG.pdf


Spotlight: San Diego 
Hotel Search Evolution Index

Since the beginning of 2021, search volume for San Diego has steadily increased -
over 500% since January. When compared to other popular destinations, San 

Diego has one of the highest increases in demand.



Spotlight: San Diego 
Hotel Search Lead Time Evolution

By the beginning of April, most Californian residents have been vaccinated. 
Search volume for arrival dates within 29-90 days of arrival spiked, suggesting 
high demand for the summer, a popular time period for San Diego travel. 



Spotlight: San Diego 
Flight Search Evolution Index

Flight search volume is almost perfectly aligned with hotel search volume. The 
world is ready for some San Diego sunshine and beaches!



Spotlight: San Diego 
Flight Search Lead Time Evolution

Flight search lead time and closely aligned with hotel search lead time as well. 
Searches for arrival dates from 29-90 days of arrival continue to stay strong, also 

suggesting popular demand during the summer time.



The postponement of Comic-Con

San Diego’s highly anticipated 
Comic-Con event has been moved 
to November 26-28, 2021 but it will 
be scaled down compared to past 
in-person events. 

*Source: https://www.comic-
con.org/cci#:~:text=COMIC%2DCON%20SPECIA
L%20EDITION,July%2023%2D25%2C%202021.

https://www.comic-con.org/cci


Spotlight: San Diego - Demand Data - July

Despite the loss of Comic-Con in July, there is still strong demand in the summer, both mid-week 
and the weekends, notably Mission Valley (hotel circle), located in close proximity to SeaWorld. 



Spotlight: San Diego - Demand Data - November 26-28

With Comic-Con holding their smaller in-person event on November 26-28, hotels should 
already price accordingly. Demand shifts strongly to downtown, right by the convention 

center and location of the event. Surrounding submarkets should expect overflow demand.
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Are you ready to turn lookers into 
bookers?
Turn information into actionable data by accessing more key 
metrics, including:

● Search date breakdown
● Country feeder markets to your destination
● LOS for those feeder markets

Get your free 14 day trial of Market Insight today: 
marketinsight@otainsight.com
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